
Next week we are on Week 1 of our menu. 

Please note that Wednesday is Roast Chicken instead 

of Roast Gammon 

Also, we have a themed lunch on Thursday for Winnie 

The Pooh Day, see further on for details. 

What a great first week of 2024 we have had. Our new clubs– Kids With Bricks 

and Abachorus were enjoyed by everyone that attended. Nordic Walking was 

back this week and this term it’s the turn of Year 6 who had fun and got to enjoy 

the sun shining for their Tuesday afternoon session.  

It’s been a busy week with the swimming gala and the Boccia final. All the chil-

dren involved with these events should be so proud of themselves– see the re-

ports later in this newsletter. Thank you to Miss Dooley for coordinating the 

events and to all the staff who attended and helped the children...they all shone.  

We completed our September 2024 new intake tours this week, a huge well done 

to all the children in Teal, Purple, Gold and Silver classes who showed the pro-

spective parents round our school with pride and enthusiasm. The parents were 

so complimentary of  the confidence the children showed on these tours. Please 

remember that applications must be completed by 15th January 2024.  If you 

have any questions about how to complete this please visit the Essex County 

Council website by copying the link-  https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-

learning/schools/admissions/primary-school-

places . 

If you would like to join our FAPS committee 

(Friends of Abacus Primary School) to help at 

events and or attend their monthly meetings, please 

email Mandy Campbell (chair) on 

FAPS@abacus.essex.sch.uk 

With the drop in temperature please can you ensure that children all have coats in 

school so that they are not cold during playtimes and lunchtimes.  



Wat Tyler meeting for Year 4, this is an opportunity to 

hear about the organisation of the Year 4 residential trip to 

Wat Tyler Country Park due to take place in the Summer 

term. This is taking place on Wednesday 17th January 2024 

at 9am in our large hall.  

 

Year 6 SATS meeting—Miss Mitchell will be leading a ses-

sion for parents of Year 6 children to talk through the or-

ganisation for SATS week. This session will take place on Tuesday 13th February 

2024 at 9am in the large hall.  

 

Should you not be able to make any meetings, please speak with class teachers 

and we will try our best to meet with you at a different time. Historically meetings 

at 9am have always had the best uptake and we have staff available to cover clas-

ses at this time.  

Well done to George, James and Imogen for their achievements outside of school this 

week. 







Our next SEND coffee morning is taking place on 

Monday 29th January 2024 from 10am.   Essex 

Family Forum will be in school to talk about how 

they can support families of children with SEND. 

https://essexfamilyforum.org/   

The forum is also part of a wider network of parent 

carer forums including the Eastern Region Parent 

Carer Forum and the National Network of Parent 

Carer Forums. For more information on the group 

and what they can help with, you can watch a video 

on Essex County Council's YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=UNgyAxCP-

hA&t=481s  

Please let the office know if 

you will be attending. 

https://essexfamilyforum.org/
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Essex County Council is committed to supporting the na-

tional wraparound program as part of the childcare reforms 

announced in the 2023 spring budget. It is the Govern-

ment’s ambition that by 2026, all parents and carers of primary school-aged chil-

dren who need it, will be able to access termtime childcare, in their local area, from 

8am-6pm to enable parents to access employment.  

 

As a parent or carer of a child who attends primary school we want to know your 

requirements for wraparound care and we are asking you to complete this short 

survey – https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?

id=TzK0qFwVFUKg8X7YzJqZLwjRBQ0e02BCvDZWV2-

UaK9UQVhXVEtPOE9RT0hYWTJaSVdJRUJOWDdHNC4u  

 

Your answers will help us understand where Essex County Council should target 

support and/or funding. Participation is completely voluntary, and we really do ap-

preciate your time in doing this.  This survey will remain open until 28th of January, 

2024. 

 

If you need support with completing this form, or if you have any questions please 

Please be aware that we are experiencing some  issues with 
the school website at the present time. Bare with us, we are 
doing our best to get this rectified as soon as possible. This 
may mean there are some delays in sending out the newslet-
ter, adding sports news and uploading pictures. 
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St Andrew's Church Spring exhibition for 
this term features a Polish artist who now 
lives in Essex and whose work has fea-
tured in several Holocaust Memorial exhi-
bitions and whose work has been shown 
at Chelmsford Cathedral previously. 
Maciej Hoffman (https://www.maciej-
hoffman.com/) grew up under Poland's 
communist regime before moving to Eng-
land in 2012 in search of new artistic and 
life opportunities. Here he became in-

volved in leading art workshops for school students, encouraging self-
expression through art therapy for young people from disadvantaged back-
grounds, or coping with mental health issues and trauma. 

 

The exhibition will open on 23 January, shortly before Holocaust Memorial 
Day, and will run throughout Lent until 29 March. Maciej's work will comple-
ment and be in dialogue with the large painting Descent from the Cross by 
David Folley (http://www.discover-folley.co.uk/contemporary_commentary/) 
which hangs permanently in St Andrew's Church.  

https://www.maciej-hoffman.com/
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         Wristbands are still available   

       from the school office for Adventure Island.  

SAVE THE DATES: 

KS1 will take place on Wednesday 31/1/24 

until 4.30pm and KS2 on Friday 2/2/24 un-

til 5.15pm– more details next week  

£5 per child which includes a snack and 

drink. (please make us aware of any die-

tary requirements)  

Children have voted on their choice of 

films.  

 

You should have all received a leaflet about the Bag 2 School scheme 

this week. Bags can be dropped off at 

the school office from the end of 

school on Friday 26/1/24 until the be-

ginning of the day on 30/1/24 when 

they will be collected.  

 






