
Tuesday

Chapter 1



This week’s activities will focus on the 
comprehension of extracts from the book ‘Who 
Let The Gods Out’.

If you have the book, you could read two 
chapters a day to keep up with the story (or 
refresh your memory if you have already read it). 
Otherwise, read through the extracts first then 
go back and answer the questions which 
correspond to that part of the text. 

The letter at the end of the question indicates 
which Reading Viper is being focussed on . 





1. Is Elliot often in trouble? How do 
you know? I

2. Where does Elliot go to school? R



3. What does the author mean when 
referring to the body odour as 
‘weapons grade’? V





6. What are your impressions of Mr Boil 
from this extract? Use evidence from 
the text to justify your points. S

7. What are your impressions of 
Elliot from this extract? Use 
evidence from the text to justify 
your points. S

4. What did Elliot do to get into 
trouble? R

5. Explain whether you think Call Me 
Graham is a good head teacher or not. 
Try to present an argument for both 
sides. E



Answers

1. References to the fact that Elliot is often in the headmaster’s office 
and the fact the headmaster doesn’t know what to do with him suggests 
they repeatedly have a similar conversation 

2. Brysmore Grammar School

3. His body odour was incredibly strong 

4. He fell asleep in Mr Boil’s assembly

5. References to positives and negatives e.g. he shows concern for Elliot 
but is undermined by Mr Boil

6. Personal impressions based on evidence 

7. Personal impressions based on evidence 



If you are able to, finish reading chapters 1 and 2. If not, see 
the short chapter summaries below.

Chapter 1 introduces the main character, Elliot, who has 
ended up in his headteacher’s office for falling asleep in an 
assembly! This is not Elliot’s only discretion however, and 
there is also a secret about his home life which is yet to be 
revealed.

In Chapter 2, Elliot arrives home and is ambushed by his 
neighbour, Patricia, who wants to speak to Elliot’s mum. Elliot 
lies to Patricia about his mother being ill to get her to leave. 
When Elliot finally gets into his house, he realises that his 
mother is missing. 



Wednesday

Chapter 3





1. Look up what a zodiac is. 
From this, what is the ‘Zodiac 
Council’? V

2. Why might Cyclops be 
entitled to half-price eye 
care? I 



4. Find words that show that 
Elysium is a paradise. V

3. What are Virgo’s responsibilities? R



5. How do you know people don’t 
want to do the Prisoner Forty-two 
task? I

6. What is involved in the Prisoner 
Forty-Two task? R



7. Why hasn’t Virgo been allowed to do 
the Prisoner Forty-Two task? R



Answers
1. The zodiac is the circular arrangement of the 12 astrological signs (Aries, Taurus, 
Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius, and Pisces) 
which stand for the twelve different constellations (groups of stars) the sun moves 
through each month. 

The council, therefore, is made up of the different zodiac members. 

2. Cyclopes, giants from Greek mythology, only have one eye

3. Source of creativity = ordering stationery 

4. perfect, unicorn, marshmallow meadows, warm waters of Honey River, Wonderland

5. moans rang out around the chamber, every pair of eyes look elsewhere

6. delivering a dose of ambrosia to an immortal prisoner on Earth

7. The other councillors think she is too young



If you are able to, finish reading chapters 3 and 4. If not, see the short 
chapter summaries below.

Chapter 3 is set in Elysium: an immortal realm above Earth. Virgo, a member of 
the Zodiac Council tries to volunteer for the task of delivering a golden flask 
to Prisoner Forty-two on Earth. Pisces ignores Virgo's pleas to go, but none of 
the other council members want to do it so she steals the flask and goes 
anyway. Unfortunately for Virgo, she doesn't actually who Prisoner Forty-two 
is, or where to find them.

In chapter 4, Elliot finds his mum in the garden planting clothes pegs. We learn 
that Elliot's mum, Josie, is sick and unable to look after herself and her son. 
Elliot takes care of his mum but it is not easy as he has little money and lots of 
bills to pay. While Elliot is worrying about how to pay the mortgage on the 
house (as it's about to be repossessed), he notices that Virgo has appeared in 
the sky and appears to be moving closer to Earth. At the end of the chapter, 
he realises Virgo has fallen from the sky and crashed into his cowshed.



Thursday

Chapter 5



1. What was the giant metal bird? I



2. What had Virgo landed in? I



4. What words show the cow isn’t 
pleased about Virgo’s presence? V 

3. Why does Virgo get annoyed at 
the cow? I 



5. Explain how ‘What’s What?’ 
works. Are there human 
equivalents? E



6. How does Elliot realise someone 
is in the shed? R



7. What does Virgo grab to defend 
herself? R



Answers

1. an aeroplane

2. cow pat 

3. because the cow does not respond to her questions

4. wholly unimpressed

5. When a word is said into the scroll a definition/description 
appears. This is similar to a dictionary. 

6. He hears a rustle in the straw

7. a large, yellow rubber glove



If you are able to, finish reading chapters 5 and 6. If not, see the short 
chapter summaries below.

In Chapter 5, Elliot and Virgo meet for the first time. After landing in his cow 
shed, Virgo is wary of Elliot but he is too tired to care. He believes she is a 
young girl who is lost so he invites her into his home. Once there, Virgo explains 
who she is (an immortal being from Elysium) but Elliot finds it hard to believe 
her.

In chapter 6, Elliot decides to take Virgo to the police station. On the way, 
Virgo shows Elliot that she is immortal (and not lying) by entering the river and 
staying under water for 5 minutes. Elliot finally believes her when she uses her 
constellation to dry them both after Elliot goes into the river thinking she had 
drowned. Elliot then takes Virgo to Stonehenge where she looks for the 
entrance to Prisoner Forty-two's cell. After accidentally alerting the security 
guards to their presence, Elliot and Virgo jump inside the hidden entrance to 
escape capture..



Friday

Chapter 7





1. What stops Elliot breaking all his 
bones? R

3. Is Virgo panicking? How do you 
know? I

2. How do Elliot and Virgo see in the 
cave? R



4. Why did Elliot choose to follow 
Virgo down further into the cave 
instead of staying put like he was 
told? I



5. Why are the words 
‘HELP ME,’ written in 
capitals in the text? 



6. Which word shows that the 
prisoner was very thin or weak? V

7. Does Elliot feel sorry for the 
prisoner? How do you know? I



8. What reason does Virgo give 
to as why she will not give the 
creature water? R



Answers

1. There were only 5 steps and a soft landing (Virgo)

2. Virgo illuminates the cave

3. Yes. She is repeating herself and trying to convince Elliot that she is 
not but doing a poor job of it

4. He was scared to be left on his own in the dark

5. To emphasise that the character was shouting/screaming

6. emaciated

7. Yes. His heart aches when he sees the look of longing and 
desperation. 

8. It is against the rules. 



If you are reading the book alongside the 
comprehension tasks, please stop just when 
Elliot says, ‘I have no choice.’

We will continue looking at Chapter 7 next 
week.


