
Monday



Think back to what we read last week and then read 
the following extracts. 









What impression do you have of Prisoner Forty-two at this point?
How does he make you feel? 

Would you want to meet him? Why/why not?
What have you found out about this character?

How do Elliot and Virgo feel about him?

Complete the next slide with information you have gathered about Prisoner 
Forty-two so far. You could look back at last week’s extracts to help you.

Use evidence from extracts up to this point only (try not to think about 
what you know if you have read ahead)





Read the following extracts















How has the writer made your feelings towards Prisoner 
Forty-two (Thanatos) change? 
How does his physical appearance change how you feel about 
him? 
Why do you think he changed appearance after he was 
released? (Was it manipulation or inability?)
How does his behaviour change? 
What happens to the way in which he speaks? 
What does that show about his feelings towards the Elliot 
and Virgo?

Complete the activity on the next slide with the new 
information you have gathered. 





Tuesday



Read the urgent press 
release about the escape 
of prisoner 42.

What details have been 
included? Why have these 
details been included 
whilst others have been 
omitted? 
What is the purpose and 
audience of the writing? 
Think about the vocabulary 
choices that have been 
made.



Now, write your own press release about 
the escape of Thanatos. 

Think about how his appearance and 
behaviour has changed.  

Use the information you gathered 
yesterday to help you.

See the example on the next slide if you 
are unsure. 





Wednesday



Look at these images of Stonehenge and think about the similarities and 
differences of the pictures. What type of story might be happening in each 
place? What emotion does each picture evoke?



Which picture do you think matches to this 
paragraph? Is it difficult to tell?

I walked towards the stones 
that were stood together 
under the bluish sky. Far 
above them,  clouds went 
past as the end of the day 
got closer. The light got 
darker –signalling the end of 
the cold day.



What about this one? Which words/phrases 
give the most clues about the atmosphere?

I strolled towards the timeless 
stones that were huddled lovingly 
together under the blushing, 
tranquil sky. Drifting far above 
them, gentle clouds ambled by as 
the end of the day drifted closer. 
Slowly, the light began to dim to a 
gentle glow – signalling the close of 
a peaceful autumnal day.



Which of these words match 
best with each picture?
Consider pathetic fallacy – how 
could the weather influence the 
mood of a story? 



Think back to the author’s 
description as Virgo and 
Elliot entered the cave. 
(You may want to re-read 
the extracts from the 
beginning of Chapter 7.)

Think about the different 
features mentioned e.g. 
stone steps, winding iron 
staircase, stone circle, 
pitch-black cave, a small 
stream.



Look at the pictures and collect different 
words and phrases e.g.

adjectives - ancient, corroded 
verbs – snaking, coiling
expanded noun phrases –
corroded jet-black metal railings
with savage metal spikes 
preposition phrases – spiralling 
ominously into the depths 
simile/metaphor – a coiled metal
viper





Thursday



Imagine you are Virgo or Elliot as they entered the cave. What 
might happen in the pitch-black darkness where they can’t see? 
The other senses will become heightened. Senses are really 
important when describing settings as senses such as smell can 
evoke strong reactions in the reader. 

Look back at the images from yesterday. Then close your eyes 
and listen to the sound effects of a cave of inside a cave. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cj8XbFOYylc
Think what it would be like moving through the cave towards 
Prisoner Forty-two – the Heel Stone slamming closed, the narrow 
stone ledge and stone steps, the soft light from Virgo’s hands, 
the winding metal staircase, the cavernous cave, the small 
stream.  What could you see/hear/smell etc.? Jot down some 
ideas. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cj8XbFOYylc


Read this description. How has 
the writer used the five senses 
to create an image of the setting 
in the reader’s mind?

How has figurative language been 
used to aid the imagery?

Think about the vocabulary 
choices that have been used 
when describing the cave e.g. 
penetrating, plunged, eerie. 
Compare them to those being 
used to describe Virgo’s light 
(ethereal, soft, illuminated). How 
does this switch in tone make the 
reader feel about Virgo? 



Now, write your own paragraph describing 
the cave. 
Use your notes gathered yesterday as well 
as those based on the senses. 



Friday



Look at the narrative on this slide and 
the next and read aloud.





How did the rhythm of the reading make 
you feel? 
Which parts made you feel excited or 
tense? 
Which parts made you feel relaxed and at 
ease?
How did the short sentences make you 
feel? 
Sentence structure can change the mood 
and tone of writing, building tension and 
suspense and affecting how the reader 
feels. 



Compare this example to the next two. 



Example 1 





Example 2





How could these examples be improved? 

How many clauses does each sentence have? 

What could they do to make more complicated multi-clause 
sentences? (Use subordinating and coordinating conjunctions to 
link related sentences, use subordinating conjunctions at the 
start and end of sentences, use parenthesis to embed clauses.)

How else could they stretch sentences and slow pace? (Expand 
noun phrases, add adverbials etc.)

How could they shorten sentences to raise tension? (Split multi-
clause sentences by removing conjunctions, shorten noun phrases 
and omit adverbials.) 



Either redraft one of the example 
paragraphs, experimenting with different 
clause structures, including short 
sentences to build tension OR write your 
own paragraph based on Chapter 7 focusing 
on the same features. 


