Happy New Year to you all. I hope
you’ve all had a wonderful Christmas
break and let’s hope for a much more
enjoyable 2022.
It was lovely to see the children excited
to be back in school on Wednesday–
running and skipping up the path and I
have loved hearing all about their
Christmas adventures over the last few
days.
As the new term starts, we welcome
Mrs Crouch and Miss Hassell to our team. Mrs Crouch is our new Deputy
Headteacher and SENCo and Miss Hassell joins our teaching team full time as
Red Class Teacher.
Following the success of our Craft Fair and Break the Rules day, we’ve got
more exciting ideas coming up. Please keep an eye on our website for events
and dates, these are updated regularly. This term we have performances from
Years 3 and 4 towards the end of the term. Dates for your diary for the Spring
term have been added to our school website: https://
www.abacusprimaryschool.co.uk/term-dates
We are holding our last open day on Monday for children due to start school in
September 2022. If you would like to book on to one of these tours, please
contact the school office on 01268 571018. Applications for September 2022
close on 15th January 2022. You must
submit an application online—https://
www.essex.gov.uk/admissions-to-essexschools-for-the-next-school-year
Applications received after this date are
considered late and will reduce your
chance of being offered a place at your
preferred schools.
Next week we will
be on Week 2 of
our menu

The requirement for confirmatory PCR tests is to
be temporarily suspended for positive lateral flow
test results. From Tuesday 11 January 2022, in
England, people who receive positive lateral flow
results for COVID-19 will be required to selfisolate immediately and won’t be required to take
a confirmatory PCR test. This is a temporary
measure while COVID-19 rates remain high
across the UK. Whilst levels of COVID-19 are
high, the vast majority of people with positive LFD
results can be confident that they have COVID-19.
Anyone who develops one of the three main COVID-19 symptoms should stay at home
and self-isolate and take a PCR test. They must self-isolate if they get a positive test result, even if they have had a recent negative lateral flow test - these rules have not
changed.
Under this new approach, anyone who receives a positive lateral flow device (LFD) test
result should report their result on Gov.uk and must self-isolate immediately but will not
need to take a follow-up PCR test. After reporting a positive LFD test result, they will be
contacted by NHS Test and Trace so that their contacts can be traced and must continue
to self-isolate.
In line with the reduced self-isolation approach announced on 22 December, anyone who
tests positive will be able to leave self-isolation 7 days after the date of their initial positive
test if they receive two negative LFD results, 24 hours apart, on days 6 and 7. The DfE
guidance has also
been updated in line
with the UKHSA announcement, and
clarifies that children
can return to school
after day 7 if they
have had two negative LFD tests.
You should continue
to report to us and
Essex T&T as you
are already doing so,
treating positive LFDs
as a confirmed case.
Also as a reminder
the test date or symptom start date is day
0, with isolation then
being carried out for
10 full days, or LFD
testing can start on
day 6 but no sooner
for release on day 7.

We will be holding our
STEM week from 31st January 2022. Children will
take part in a number of
activities throughout the
week which involve Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics. To end the week we invite the children to dress up on the
Friday (4/2/22) as a Scientist, Mathematician, Engineer or a Technophile (a
person who is enthusiastic about technology). This also coincides with the
NSPCC Number day.

Hello!
Firstly, please allow me to introduce
myself – I am Mrs Crouch and I am the
new Deputy Head and SENCo (Special
Educational Needs Co-ordinator). I am
a 4th generation local girl, attending
North Crescent Primary School in the
late 70s/early 80s, my mum being in
the first intake to attend Beauchamps
Secondary School upon its opening in
1959 and my great grandfather being
the ‘village bobby’ in Crays Hill back in
the early 1900s! I qualified as a teacher
way back in 1996, starting my career
at Wickford Junior School and having
worked in Rayleigh, Brentwood, Benfleet and Thurrock over the last 25 ½
years before coming full circle to return
to Wickford to continue my career at Abacus.
On a personal level, I have one husband, two children (a daughter aged 22 &
a son of 19), one cat & one dog…but a class of 30 is still easier to manage
than being a wife & mum! However, as a result I like to think that I am sympathetic to the worries and concerns of parents so please feel free to contact
me if you believe I can help alleviate any that you may have. I am in school full
time, working Monday to Friday. SENCo Surgeries are still being held - an appointment can be booked in the usual manner via the office but please speak
to a member of the office staff if you wish to speak or meet with me sooner.
I have already been made to feel very welcome by the staff and children at
Abacus and am really looking forward to working with you all.
With kind regards Mrs Crouch

Thank you so much to everyone who donated a gift for Silvanna Court before
Christmas. The residents were overwhelmed by your generosity and kindness.

