
Go and make interesting mistakes,

make amazing mistakes, make

glorious and fantastic mistakes.

Break rules. Leave the world more

interesting for your being here.

Make good art.” Neil Gaiman



At Abacus Primary School, we want Art and Design to be a subject that gives our children the freedom 
to express themselves in a way that gives them enjoyment and personal fulfilment as an artist. 

We want our children to acquire the skills and knowledge of art in a systematic way that ensures 
progression, and follows a sequence to build on previous learning. 

We want to offer many practical experiences that excite our children and give them confidence in 
their own creativity and use of their imagination not only in Art and Design, but across a range of 

subjects.

We also want our children to be inspired and take inspiration from a breadth of ‘greats’ to extend 
their cultural understanding of the world, as well as learning about our rich heritage and culture of the 

British Isles and beyond. 

Our children are encouraged to reflect on their work, think critically, analyse and evaluate both their 
work and that of others, thus making informed responses. 



We believe that every child at Abacus Primary School is an artist in their own right. Here are the 
characteristics required:

✓ Use subject specific vocabulary, for example, line, shape, form, tone, texture, pattern, colour, space, 
composition.

✓ Communicate fluently in visual and tactile form.
✓ Draw and paint confidently and adventurously from observation, memory and imagination.

✓ Develop skills within a range of techniques and art styles including: collage, sculpture – 2D and 3D 
art, printing, crafting and digital media.

✓ Knowledge and understanding of other ‘great’ artists, craftmakers and designers.
✓ Think and act like artists by using their knowledge and understanding to inform, inspire and interpret 

ideas, observations and feelings.
✓ Independence, initiative and originality which they can use to develop their creativity.

✓ Select and use materials, processes and techniques skillfully and inventively.
✓ Reflect on, analyse and critically evaluate their own work and that of others.

✓ Articulate through written and verbal responses to their own work and that of others. 
✓ A passion for the subject.



At Abacus Primary School, we follow a broad and balanced Art and Design curriculum that builds on 
previous learning and provides both support and challenge for our children. 

As a school, we have chosen to follow Kapow’s Art and Design scheme of work, which enables our class 
teachers to deliver creative, inspiring and engaging lessons and that ensures progression of skills and 

knowledge. 

The scheme of work meets the requirements for the NC for Art and Design and supports our children in 
meeting the end of key stage attainment targets. 

It is designed with five strands that run throughout. These are:

• Making skills (painting, drawing, printing, creating 2 & 3D art and crafting).
• Generating ideas and taking inspiration from a range of artists and crafts people.

• Formal elements (line, shape, form, tone, texture, pattern, colour, space, composition)
• Knowledge of artists’ work and techniques.

• Evaluating critiquing their own work and that of others.



These strands are revisited in every unit of work. In our Art and Design Skills and our Formal Elements of 

Art units, our children have the opportunity to learn and practise skills discretely. The skills and 

knowledge from these units are then applied throughout the other units in the scheme. Key skills are 

revisited again and again with increasing complexity in the spiral curriculum model. This allows our 

children to revise and build on their previous learning.

Our Art and Design curriculum develops our children’s knowledge and understanding of key artists and 

art movements through the Every Picture Tells a Story units and links to artists through practical work. 

Creativity and independent outcomes are robustly embedded into our units, supporting our children in 

learning how to make their own creative choices and decisions, so that their art outcomes, whilst still 

being knowledge-rich, are unique to the child and personal.

Our Art and Design curriculum is always practical in nature and encourage experimental and exploratory 

learning. Knowledge organisers for each unit of work support our children in building a foundation of 

factual knowledge by encouraging recall of key facts and vocabulary.



The ‘From Lid to Art’ competition invited children across 
the school to think about how plastic lids could be used 
to create a colourful mural to show a powerful message. 

The children in school worked together to make our 
‘From Lid to Art’ design become a reality. Alfie’s winning 

design is now a permanent feature in our school. It is 
now a reality in our large hall for everyone in our school 

community to see. 



During lockdown 2020, the whole school were set a challenge based on the 
theme of ‘Miniature Art’ through the medium of photography. Books, such as the 

Borrowers by Mary Norton and Billy and the Minpins by Roald Dahl, and films, 
such as Stuart Little and Flushed Away, have all been inspired by the idea of 

scale, ‘Little People in a Big World’.

The work of artist Slinkachu is also inspired by this concept. He is a London-
based street installation and photographic artist who has been abandoning little 

people on the streets since 2006. 





At Abacus, our Art challenge will be based on the theme of ‘Miniature Art’ through the medium of photography. 
Books, such as the Borrowers by Mary Norton and Billy and the Minpins by Roald Dahl, and films, such as Stuart 

Little and Flushed Away, have all been inspired by the idea of scale, ‘Little People in a Big World’. 









www.artforkidshub.com/ - Art For Kids – Step-by-
step drawings to help develop confidence, 

concentration, practise, creativity.

www.robbiddulph.com/draw-with-rob - Draw with 
Rob - An illustrator (shows a different kind of art, 
art for books). Step-by-step but easy characters –

uses colour, imagination, precision.

www.tate.org.uk/kids - The Tate Kids website 
includes lots of different activities including things 

to make, games and quizzes, exploring, videos and a 
gallery.

www.firstsite.uk/create-at-home/ - This area has 
different art activities which you can complete at 

home such as a rainbow watercolours, finger 
knitting and so much more!

Local places of interest:

Hazle’s Pottery Barn - www.hazlespotterybarn.co.uk/

Beecroft Art Gallery Southend -
www.southendmuseums.co.uk/beecroft

Firstsite Colchester - www.firstsite.uk/

Henry Moore Foundation - www.henry-moore.org.uk

Tate Modern - www.tate.org.uk

The British Museum - www.britishmuseum.org.uk

The William Morris Gallery - www.wmgallery.org.uk

The National Gallery - www.nationalgallery.org.uk
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