
Volcanoes and Earthquakes Home School Learning Lesson 5 (Week 12) 
 
 

To explain what causes tsunamis and how they affect people. 

 

Work through the PowerPoint- Lesson 5 Presentation Tsunami 

 

Discuss that a tsunami is caused by an earthquake under the ocean. The energy from 

the vibrations and plate movement cause a large amount of water to be displaced very 

quickly. A series of waves travel through the deep water. As the waves travel through 

shallower water near the land, they get bigger. There have been some huge tsunamis in 

the past. Can you recall the Boxing Day one in 2004 talk to your child about it? 

 

You could google some pictures of what it looked like but obviously be careful with some 

of the images.  

 

The 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami (also known as the Boxing Day Tsunami) 

occurred at 00:58:53 UTC on 26th December, with an epicentre off the west coast of 

northern Sumatra. It was an undersea megathrust earthquake that registered a 

magnitude of 9.1–9.3 Mw, reaching a Mercalli intensity up to IX in certain areas.  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/science/2009/09/090930_tsunamis_guide.shtml - 

this is a bit technical but it shows clearly what is happening.  
 

 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/science/2009/09/090930_tsunamis_guide.shtml


 
 

 
 

Task 

Create your own Tsunami to understand the devastation they can cause. Carry out the 

experiment using the instructions below. Then write a conclusion about what you have 

found out. When were the waves the biggest? Why was this? How would this affect 

life? 

 

 



 
The picture is actually Number 3. Pictures 1 and 3 are the wring way round.  

 

   



 

Hurricanes and Tornados are the last natural disasters that we have not looked at. For the 

Romans they had to contend with Earthquakes and Volcanoes. For other people they have had 

other natural dangers to face. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/science/2009/09/090930_hurricanes_guide.shtml 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/science/2009/09/090930_tornadoes_guide.sht

ml - this is a bit technical but it clearly shows what is happening. 

 

https://vimeo.com/45839725- a video of a tornado 
 

How might a natural disaster change your life? We have all experienced how a virus can 

change the way we live our lives. But is a natural disaster worse? Have a discussion to finish 

off your Geography unit. Thinking about the human aspect of Geographical events on human 

life.   
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