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THE SIMPLE VIEW OF READING



Reading is so 
much more 

than just 
saying the 

words aloud.



READING AT ABACUS

• Daily Whole Class Reading lessons (including Activating 
Prior Knowledge, Vocabulary & Fluency)

• Asking children to read from the board

• Regular reading in different subjects e.g. History and 
Science

• Daily reading of class books 

• Passionate and enthusiastic staff

• Praise and rewards (100 club, vending machine, word count 
millionaires, certificates etc)

• Reading Ambassadors & Library Monitors

• Book Clubs



ADDITIONAL SUPPORT

• Additional 1:1 reading with an adult

• Phonics catch-up interventions

• Fluency interventions (lucky listener)

• Comprehension interventions 

• Language Link intervention

• Lexia programme

• Reading mentors

• Maisie – our reading dog



READING CONTENT DOMAIN 

REFERENCE KS1:

1a draw on knowledge of vocabulary to understand texts

1b identify / explain key aspects of fiction and non-
fiction texts, such as characters, events, titles and 
information

1c identify and explain the sequence of events in texts

1d make inferences from the text

1e predict what might happen on the basis of what has 
been read so far 

Teaching and 
assessment follows 

the National 
Curriculum and 

Content Domains. 



READING CONTENT DOMAIN 

REFERENCE KS2:
2a give / explain the meaning of words in context

2b retrieve and record information / identify key details from 
fiction and non-fiction 

2c summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph 

2d make inferences from the text / explain and justify 
inferences with evidence from the text 

2e predict what might happen from details stated and implied 

2f identify / explain how information / narrative content is 
related and contributes to meaning as a whole 

2g identify / explain how meaning is enhanced through choice 
of words and phrases 

2h make comparisons within the text

Teaching and 
assessment follows 

the National 
Curriculum and 

Content Domains. 



Simply reading to 
children for 10 minutes 

a day from a high-
quality, age-

appropriate text can 
have huge results.

Even children who can 
read fluently, benefit 

from listening to books 
being read to them.

















Reminder of reading expectations at home
(These should be recorded in diaries.)

Y2 – 5 x 20 mins p/w
KS2 – 3 x 20 mins p/w



Ask class 
teachers for 

your login if you 
don’t already 

have one.



https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/default.aspx

https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/default.aspx


Our personal Accelerated Reader website
https://global-zone61.renaissance-go.com/educatorportal/home

If children are enthusiastic about reading 
a book which is not on AR, we would still 
encourage them to read it. Please ask 
your child to let their class teacher know 
to explain any gaps in their AR data. 

https://global-zone61.renaissance-go.com/educatorportal/home




Reading for enjoyment has been 
reported as more important for 

children’s educational success than 
their family’s socio-economic status 

(OECD, 2002). 

There is a positive link between 
positive attitudes towards reading 

and scoring well on reading 
assessments (Twist et al, 2007). 

Regularly reading stories or novels 
outside of school is associated with 

higher scores in reading assessments 
(PIRLS, 2006; PISA, 2009).

Evidence suggests that there is a 
positive relationship between reading 

frequency, reading enjoyment and 
attainment (Clark 2011; Clark and 

Douglas 2011). The effects of 
reading for 
enjoyment

Other benefits to reading for 
pleasure: text comprehension and 

grammar, positive reading attitudes, 
pleasure in reading in later life, 

increased general knowledge (Clark 
and Rumbold, 2006).







THE BENEFITS OF READING TO 

YOUR CHILD

Reading to your child can give them the 
opportunity to hear stories & language 
at a higher level than they may be able 
to read completely alone. Research also 
shows that hearing texts read aloud is a 

significant source of vocabulary 
acquisition.

When you read with your child, they hear 
what fluent, expressive reading sounds 

like. This, in turn, helps to make their own 
reading more fluent and expressive –

which also helps to improve their 
understanding of the text.

Following along with your reading 
allows children the opportunity to 

hear and discuss whole texts, 
which helps them to develop 

reading preferences and opinions, 
as well as improving understanding 

of how texts fit together as a 
whole.

Reading together shows children 
the value of reading. It can also 
be relaxing and fun for adults 

and children alike.



READING TIPS

Before Reading
Try to make reading enjoyable, in a quiet and 

comfortable spot. If it is the first time your 
child has read the book, look at the 

cover/title/blurb together to predict what it 
might be about. Make links to other books 
with similar authors, themes, or characters. 

When your child is reading
Encourage them to track the words with their 

finger or a ruler, if they need to (above the 
words). Help to decode (read) the words if 

needed. Give time and support to make 
corrections if they make mistakes. Ask about the 

meaning of challenging words.

When you are reading
Read expressively, with meaning. Encourage 
your child to track the words. Ask about the 
meaning of challenging words. Make explicit 
any thinking you may be doing. For example -

Perhaps they are angry/sad because... This 
odd word starts with a capital so is a name…

After Reading
Ask about the content of what’s been read –

who, what, where, when, why, how? Discuss the 
text– what did your child enjoy/ 

like/dislike/feel/think? 
See additional questions at the end of the slides.



ENCOURAGING RELUCTANT READERS

Find texts that might 
‘hook’ them into 

reading – for example, 
books linked to a 

hobby of theirs, sports 
books, humorous or 
scary books, graphic 
novels or non-fiction

Children naturally copy 
modelled behaviours. 

Show them how 
enjoyable reading can 

be – if you don’t already, 
let them see you 
enjoying books. 

Sometimes it can be a 
simple matter of font or 
the look of a page that 

puts children off reading 
– many publishers have 
created texts specifically 

with this in mind (e.g. 
Barrington Stoke’s 

‘superreadable’ books).

Keep reading to your 
child. This can 

encourage a love of 
stories which can 

lead to reading more 
later.

Let children choose the 
book they want to 

read, without placing 
pressure on them to 
read something else 
more appropriate.

Listening to the book 
alongside reading (via 
apps like Audible) can 
alleviate pressure and 
allow them to enjoy 
and engage with the 
text more positively. 

Encourage incidental 
reading eg. reading 
the ingredients on a 
packet, instructions 
for a game, putting 

the subtitles on 
when watching TV 



READING INSPIRATION 
• Wickford Library 

• Audiobooks (Library – Libby app, Audible, youtube)

• The Reader Teacher provides a list of recommended reads for each year group with direct links to Amazon 
https://www.thereaderteacher.com/

• The Book Trust – provides book lists and information under many different categories (e.g. books about love, books from different cultures, 
graphic novels etc)

• https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/bookfinder/

• Kate Greenaway Medal and Clip Carnegie Medals – the UK’s oldest children’s book awards. There are always outstanding new texts to be 
found on their shortlists!

• https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk

• Nikki Gamble’s Booklists – booklists and advice from an expert of 25 years

• https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/pages/encouraging-reading

• ‘Non-fiction’ websites - some content is online and some available via print

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround https://www.getepic.com/

• https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/

• Children’s news Children’s comics

• https://www.firstnews.co.uk/ https://www.thephoenixcomic.co.uk/

https://www.thereaderteacher.com/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/bookfinder/
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/pages/encouraging-reading
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
https://www.getepic.com/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/
https://www.firstnews.co.uk/
https://www.thephoenixcomic.co.uk/
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