
   

Next week we are on Week 3 of our menu. 

 

Introducing our new School Council; Amelia, Amelia, Leo-

nardo, Teddy, Savannah, Stanley, Amal, Isabelle, Darcey, 

Eloise, Ava and Monet.  

We had our first meeting this week and the excitement and 

enthusiasm around the table was infectious. This year the 

council members will not just be attending meetings, they 

will also be working with classmates to lead meetings as 

part of our work with the Smart Schools council.  



 

One of the things that we have always been extremely proud of here at 
Abacus Primary School is our parent partnerships and how we build rela-
tions with our families.  I feel really sad to be writing this but a small, yet 
growing number of parents/carers behaviour and or communication to-
wards some of the staff, is unacceptable and is not only creating a signifi-
cant increase in workload but also causing distress. 

Some examples of this are: 

• The tone and timing of emails and Tapestry. Emails and Tapestry sent 
at the weekend or late at night can cause distress and do not allow 
staff members to ‘switch off.’ In addition to this, the tone of the mes-
sages, on occasion, have been demanding and quite frankly rude and 
disrespectful.  

• Staff members have been spoken to rudely and abruptly both in per-
son, on the  telephone and through texts and this is not acceptable. 
Whilst we understand some messages shared can be quite challeng-
ing, members of staff are only following procedures the governors and 
myself see fit to implement.  

• Expectations that messages will be responded to almost immediately.  

Staff at Abacus Primary School are one of the most hardworking teams 
that I have ever worked with, they all go above and beyond to provide the 
best possible experiences and education for your children. Many of these, 
including school trips, parent meetings, clubs,  residentials and the list 
could go on, often fall outside of their directed hours yet they still contin-
ue to plan and offer these.  

As Headteacher, I have a duty of care for all staff members’ wellbeing and 
it concerns me greatly to see so many of our wonderful teachers, support 
staff, office staff and senior leaders unhappy and upset by the demands of 
some parents. If the conduct of a small minority of parents/carers does 
not improve then I will, with the support of governors, have no choice but 
to deal with those responsible, this could include warning letters being is-
sued as well as banning parents from our school site.  

The school office is open from 8am and 4pm (4.30pm on a Wednesday) 
communications received outside of these times will not be seen or re-
sponded to until the next working day. 



Year 6 SATS meeting—Tuesday 

13th February 2024 9am 

Miss Mitchell will be leading a session for 

the parents of Year 6 children to talk 

through the organisation for SATS week. 

This session will take place on Tuesday 

13th February 2024 at 9am in the large 

hall.  

Book look– Wednesday 14th 

February 2024 3.15pm to 

4.15pm  

Parents are invited to come into school from 3.15 to 4.15pm on Wednesday 14th 

February 2024 to visit classrooms looking at work on display and in children’s 

books.  

To keep up to date with all the events which are taking place in school please visit 

the calendar page on our school website:  

https://www.abacusprimaryschool.co.uk/school-calendar 

We are delighted to be supporting the 
NSPCC by taking part in Number Day 
on Friday 2 February 2024.We are 
having a non-uniform day to help raise 
money for the NSPCC, we are asking 
for donations and we’d love everyone 
in the school to take part in this special 
event .  

Optional: Pupils could choose to wear an item of clothing with a number 
on it or get even more creative by dressing in a Maths or numbers theme.  

We’re really looking forward to all the fun of  Number Day, and we really 
appreciate your support.  All the money we raise at Abacus Primary 
School will make an enormous difference to children today and help the 
NSPCC be there for children tomorrow. Donations will be via ParentPay 
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?
shopid=3637 we will also text this link out to everyone. 



Well done to Tommy who received a letter 

from Jennifer Saunders after performing 

with her in the Peter Pan Pantomime in 

London over Christmas and the New Year.  

 Well done to Teddy who performed 

in the Pantomime Peter Pan, at The 

Cliffs Pavilion as Michael Darling. 

Well done to Seb and 

Charlie for their achieve-

ments in football.  



Our next SEND coffee morning is taking place on Mon-

day 29th January 2024 from 10am.   Essex Family Fo-

rum will be in school to talk about how they can sup-

port families of children with SEND. 

https://essexfamilyforum.org/   

The forum is also part of a wider network of parent car-

er forums including the Eastern Region Parent Carer Fo-

rum and the National Network of Parent Carer Forums. 

For more information on the group and what they can 

help with, you can watch a video on Essex County 

Council's YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=UNgyAxCP-

hA&t=481s  

Please let the office know if 

you will be attending. 

 Well done to Jorgie, 

Danny, Lauren, 

Ethan, Dulcie and 

Monet for all their 

enthusiasm at Sil-

vanna Court on 

Monday afternoon. 

https://essexfamilyforum.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNgyAxCP-hA&t=481s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNgyAxCP-hA&t=481s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNgyAxCP-hA&t=481s


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Wristbands are still available   

       from the school office for Adventure Island.  

MOVIE NIGHT 

FAPS will be hosting two Movie Nights; KS1 will 
be on Wednesday 31/1/24 and KS2 on Friday 
2/2/24. 

Tickets cost £5/child and will include a snack 
and drink. 

Please book your child’s place through our 
website www.pta-events.com/faps-abacus 

Both events are live on there, so please make 
sure you select the correct one! 

Letters with more information will be text out 
and can be found on the website on our FAPS page: 

www.abacusprimaryschool.co.uk/faps 

 

You should have all received a leaflet 

about the Bag 2 School scheme. Filled 

bags can be dropped off at the school 

office from 3.15pm Friday 26/1/24 up 

until 8am on 30/1/24 when they will 

be collected.  

 



On Monday 22nd January, Year 6 visited 

Chelmsford County Court and Chelms-

ford Cathedral. As you can see from the 

photos, they had a great time when 

they took on the roles of the court. 

They had to try a case that involved 

harassment, which involved posting 

abusive and threatening messages. 



Our Wellbeing Ambassadors have been 

leading an activity during the midday 

breaks focused on peoples wishes for 

2024. These have all been made into a 

‘Wish Wreath’.  



Year Five had a busy day 

on Monday when they took 

part in a First Aid workshop. 

They learnt how to carry 

out basic first aid including 

burns, scalds, cuts, bleeds, 

choking, asthma attacks or 

allergic reactions. They 

learnt that if  someone has 

experienced a head injury, 

they should not be moved.  

The workshop also included 

when it is appropriate to 

use first aid and the im-

portance of seeking adult 

help, the importance of re-

maining calm in an emer-

gency and providing clear 

information about what has 

happened to an adult or the 

emergency services. 






